Debunking the latest unscientific fearmongering on hurricanes, wildfires, the Great Barrier Reef,
‘heat stress, doomed bananas, & the alleged invasion of fire ants!

August 17th: No, hurricanes are not intensifying more rapidly due to

climate change

Claim: WGRZ-TV, the NBC affiliate
in Buffalo, New York, reported

VW c=F4 that Hurricane Erin's rapid
intensification (defined as a
30-knot or greater increase in maximum sustained
wind speed in 24 hours or less) from a category
one to a five fits into an emerging pattern of more
frequent rapid intensification events caused by
warming oceans.

Fact-Check: There has been no discernible
global-scale increase in the number of rapid
intensification episodes since 1990 (Klotzbach

et al., 2022, Figure S1), despite warming oceans.
Specifically in the Atlantic, there is a slight
increase, but this is known to be due to a cyclical
change in ocean circulation in 1995, which results
in anomalous warming of North Atlantic waters.
Over the last 25 years, there has been no trend

in the Atlantic either.
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Data: Updated from Figure 51 in Klotzbach et al. (2022) | Klotzbach, P ], Wood, K. M,, Schreck 111, C. ].,
Bowen, S. G, Patricola, C. M., & Bell, M. M. (2022). Trends in global tropical cyclone activity: 1990-2021.
Geophysical Research Letters, 49, e2021GLO95774. hitps://doi.org/10.1029/2021GLOI5774

Chart: Chris Martz

Updated data 2022-24: Courtesy of Dr. Phil Klotzbach, Colorado State University (CSU)


https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/nation-world/hurricane-erin-update/507-aebde4a8-d4e9-42a3-a794-54cf86398abd
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutgloss.shtml#:~:text=Rapid%20Intensification%3A,in%20a%2024%2Dh%20period.
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2021GL095774
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2021GL095774
https://www.noaa.gov/stories/atlantic-high-activity-eras-what-does-it-mean-for-hurricane-season

August 3rd: No, declining Colorado River Basin water storage is not

“what climate change looks like"

Claim: Dr. Jonathan Overpeck, a
climate scientist at the University
of Michigan, took to his his X

> (Twitter) account to claim the
long-term decline in Colorado River Basin
reservoir storage is “what climate change looks
like” and that this is “a crisis in the making”
because tens of millions of people in the
southwestern United States rely on it for water.
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Fact-Check: While Dr. Overpeck is correct in
stating that water storage has declined in the
Colorado River watershed, the primary cause is
that 30 million people now rely on that water for
daily use. Demand for water outpaces the rate at
which the reservoir can be replenished through
rainfall and seasonal snowmelt. While drought

in the southwest that has dominated the last 25
years has exacerbated the problem, paleoclimate
evidence suggests that there have been far more
severe and prolonged droughts in the region
occurring long before mankind began burning
fossil fuels for energy, notably the 400-year-long
“Medieval megadrought” from 900 to 1300 AD.
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August 5th: Was the 20-year-long pause in Arctic sea ice decline

expected all along?

Claim: In a win for climate realism,
two papers have been published in
Geophysical Research Letters this
year (one in April and the other in
early August) detailing that sea ice extent in the
Arctic has flatlined over the last 18-20 years as
opposed to declining. However, the latter study
emphasizes, “Large-ensemble CMIP5 and CMIP6
(Coupled Model Intercomparison Project)
simulations reveal that such periods with minimal
sea ice decline under increasing greenhouse gas
emissions are not unusual.’
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Fact-Check: The CMIP5 models actually
predicted that a 20-year-long pause in sea ice
decline had a 5% chance of occurring under the
current emissions pathway and virtually 0% under
the SSP5-8.5 / RCP8.5 high emissions scenario.


https://x.com/GreatLakesPeck/status/1952019180104143027
https://blogs.edf.org/growingreturns/2019/10/24/colorado-river-basin-story-map-highlights-importance-of-managing-water-below-the-ground/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10933-012-9590-9
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10933-012-9590-9
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-006-9171-x
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2024GL114546
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2025GL116175
https://www.nature.com/articles/nclimate2483
https://www.nature.com/articles/nclimate2483
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Figure 3 | Probability of a pause in September Arctic sea-ice extent

August 5th: Was the Great Barrier Reef really devastated by climate

change-induced heat stress?

CM Claim: Legacy media outlets,

w including BBC News and CNN,
reported that the Great Barrier

Reef—the largest in the world—

suffered its “worst coral bleaching event” on

record, losing up to a third of its hard coral

cover between last summer and this summer.
They attributed this to climate change-induced

heat stress caused by rising ocean temperatures.
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Fact-Check: Although the reef did record its
greatest year-to-year loss, what journalists won't
tell you is that hard coral cover remains in the top
five highest on record since 1986. What's more,
the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS)
report states that while heat stress did contribute,
losses were exacerbated by wave damage from
tropical cyclones, “freshwater bleaching” caused
by flood discharge from heavy rainfall along the
coast of Queensland, and outbreaks of
crown-of-thorns starfish that feast on coral.

Great Barrier Reef Hard Coral Cover

1986-2025
4
—8— Mean Coral Cover
. 95% Confidence Interval
95
LR
231
20
15 4
10 4
5
o T T T 3 T -
R R R S L Y U T L s R . 4
F P E P P S L S

Data source: AIMS Reef Reporting Dashboord,
htips:Afappeaimsgav.a/reef-manitaring /sectar/foadmanta

Chart: Chris Martz


https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg3pp52m65o
https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/06/climate/great-barrier-reef-record-bleaching-intl-hnk
https://apps.aims.gov.au/reef-monitoring/sector/ca/manta
https://apps.aims.gov.au/reef-monitoring/sector/ca/manta
https://www.aims.gov.au/monitoring-great-barrier-reef/gbr-condition-summary-2024-25

August 6th: Climate change is causing invasive fire ants to spread?!

Claim: A recent article in Florida Fact-Check: Fire ants have been widespread in
florida Today (FT) claims that invasive fire Florida for decades. Fire ants (Solenopsis invicta)
today ants are spreading across Florida first arrived in Mobile, Alabama, via South

thanks to a “boost from climate American shipping in the 1930s—not because of

change!’ climate change, but thanks to lax port controls

as documented by USDA's APHIS website. Their
spread is consistently tracked with expansions

of highways and railroads, plus the movement

of landscaping materials, not minor temperature
shifts. The facts show that fire ants spread
explosively from the 1940s to the 1970s, northward
from the coasts, during a period when the Earth
was experiencing modest cooling.

FIRE ANT DISTRIBLTION
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https://www.ars.usda.gov/arsuserfiles/60360510/publications/Williams-2002(M-3717).pdf
https://www.ars.usda.gov/arsuserfiles/60360510/publications/Williams-2002(M-3717).pdf
https://www.ars.usda.gov/arsuserfiles/60360510/publications/Williams-2002(M-3717).pdf
https://www.ars.usda.gov/arsuserfiles/60360510/publications/Williams-2002(M-3717).pdf

August 11th: Climate change isn’t worsening wildfires in France

Claim: A recent report by France
24 asserts that the recent Aude

X (&2 wildfire in southwestern France was
unprecedented, and it resulted from
human-caused climate change.
They interviewed Jean-Pascal van Yperselem,

a professor of climatology and environmental
sciences at UCLouvain, to discuss the fire. He said
that he believes “it is once more a very strong
signal that climate change is intensifying the
conditions that make those very big fires and
forest fires more likely"
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Fact-Check: It is simply false to claim that
wildfires are getting worse in the region. Data is
available from Copernicus, a joint effort between
NASA and the European Space Agency, tracking
wildfires in France since 2002. Even if this year
proves to be a higher-than-average year, there

is no trend in increasing wildfires in France.

This recent fire was not even the worst in French
history. As many other news sources explain,
while this year's fire in Aude burned more than
16,000 hectares, it is only the most damaging fire
since the one that burned over 50,000 hectares
in 1949,
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August 27th: Wrong, TIME Magazine, climate change isn't dooming

your bananas

TIME Claim: A recent article in TIME

Magazine, “Climate Change is
Coming for Your Bananas,’ claims that a warming
planet is threatening global banana production,
portending shortages and higher prices.

Fact-Check: The data and history of banana
cultivation tell a different story, with yields and
production numbers from the regions highlighted
in the story setting new record highs in recent
years. In fact, according to the UN's Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQ), global banana
production has increased by more than eightfold
since 1961, rising from approximately 22 million
tons to 129 million tons in 2023.



https://www.france24.com/en/video/20250806-failing-to-tackle-climate-change-will-mean-more-wildfires-ahead
https://gwis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/apps/country.profile/charts/ba
https://gwis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/apps/country.profile/charts/ba
https://www.connexionfrance.com/news/biggest-wildfire-in-france-since-1949-massive-aude-blaze-rages-into-third-day/738844
https://time.com/7310462/banana-supply-climate-change/
https://time.com/7310462/banana-supply-climate-change/
https://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/QCL
https://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/QCL
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August 27th: Fall temperatures in Detroit have warmed by nearly

4°F?!
cLIMATE Claim: Climate Central, a nonprofit
. climate news organization based
Sl out of Princeton, New Jersey,

posted a chart on X showing that
the average autumn temperature in Detroit,
Michigan, has risen by 3.8°F since 1970, which is
statistically significant. They argue fall warming
“means that risky heat, fire weather, and allergies
linger later into the year.

Fact-Check: While this NOAA data is correct,
Climate Central's presentation of it is misleading.
Detroit has daily thermometer data extending
back to 1874, and most of the nearby rural and
suburban COOP stations have daily data going
back to the mid-1890s. Since 1895, there has
been a slight warming in Detroit—mostly due to
urbanization—and virtually no long-term trend

in fall temperatures at the surrounding climate
monitoring sites. The warmest fall in the region
occurred in 1931. The only reason Climate Central
would choose to start its analysis in 1970 is to get
a desired upward trend.

Detroit, MI County Warning Area (CWA) Autumn Mean Temperature
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Data source: NOAA United States Global Climatology Network-daily (GHCNd),
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/data/global-historical-climatology-network-daily/
Chart: Chris Martz


https://x.com/ClimateCentral/status/1960752430687150353
https://xmacis.rcc-acis.org/

Until next month, enjoy these and other great climate fact checks at:

ClimateRealism.com

=  Wrong, New York Times, Climate Change Isn't Causing a Surge in Mosquito-Borne Diseases

= No, WCAX 3, Owning a Dog Is NOT a “Wrong Climate Choice"

=  Wrong, Los Angeles Times, Declining Academic Rigor Is Responsible for Falling Test Scores, Not
Climate Change

ClimateDepot.com

= HEARTLESS: New Study examines the ‘carbon emission analysis of aortic valve replacement’

= AP: 'People often make wrong climate choices, a study says. One surprise is owning a dog’ - ‘Dogs
are big meat eaters, & meat is a significant contributor to climate change’

=  Worried about how ‘climate change’ will impact you in the year 30257!

= ‘Al model simulates 1,000 years of the current climate in just one day' & ‘'The model has a much lower

carbon footprint’

Wattsupwiththat.com

= The New York Times Publishes False Energy and Climate Information and Refuses to Correct Its
Errors

= New Study: Corals Thrived In Warmer-Than-Today Temps and When Sea Levels Were Meters Higher

= Guardian: "A climate of unparalleled malevolence”: are we on our way to the sixth major mass
extinction?

Presented by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEl), The Heartland Institute, Energy & Environment Legal Institute, Committee for a Constructive Tomorrow (CFACT), the

International Climate Science Coalition (ICSC), and Truth in Energy and Climate.



http://climaterealism.com/
https://climaterealism.com/2025/08/wrong-new-york-times-climate-change-isnt-causing-a-surge-in-mosquito-borne-diseases/
https://climaterealism.com/2025/08/no-wcax-3-owning-a-dog-is-not-a-wrong-climate-choice/
https://climaterealism.com/2025/08/wrong-los-angeles-times-declining-academic-rigor-is-responsible-for-falling-test-scores-not-climate-change/
https://climaterealism.com/2025/08/wrong-los-angeles-times-declining-academic-rigor-is-responsible-for-falling-test-scores-not-climate-change/
https://climaterealism.com/2025/07/al-jazeera-wrongly-hypes-a-climate-connection-to-recent-european-heatwaves/
http://ClimateDepot.com
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/08/06/new-study-carbon-emission-analysis-of-aortic-valve-replacement-post-operative-intensive-care-accounted-for-largest-portion-of-the-carbon-footprint-findings-should-potentially-be-consider/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/08/14/ap-people-often-make-wrong-climate-choices-a-study-says-one-surprise-is-owning-a-dog-dogs-are-big-meat-eaters-meat-is-a-significant-contributor-to-climate-change/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/08/14/ap-people-often-make-wrong-climate-choices-a-study-says-one-surprise-is-owning-a-dog-dogs-are-big-meat-eaters-meat-is-a-significant-contributor-to-climate-change/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/08/27/worried-about-how-climate-change-will-impact-you-in-the-year-3025-ai-model-simulates-1000-years-of-the-current-climate-in-just-one-day-the-model-has-a-much-lower-carbon-footprint/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/08/27/worried-about-how-climate-change-will-impact-you-in-the-year-3025-ai-model-simulates-1000-years-of-the-current-climate-in-just-one-day-the-model-has-a-much-lower-carbon-footprint/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/08/27/worried-about-how-climate-change-will-impact-you-in-the-year-3025-ai-model-simulates-1000-years-of-the-current-climate-in-just-one-day-the-model-has-a-much-lower-carbon-footprint/
http://Wattsupwiththat.com
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2025/08/21/the-new-york-times-publishes-false-energy-and-climate-information-and-refuses-to-correct-its-errors/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2025/08/21/the-new-york-times-publishes-false-energy-and-climate-information-and-refuses-to-correct-its-errors/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2025/08/20/new-study-corals-thrived-in-warmer-than-today-temps-and-when-sea-levels-were-meters-higher/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2025/08/19/guardian-a-climate-of-unparalleled-malevolence-are-we-on-our-way-to-the-sixth-major-mass-extinction/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2025/08/19/guardian-a-climate-of-unparalleled-malevolence-are-we-on-our-way-to-the-sixth-major-mass-extinction/

