
February 17th: Climate Change Isn’t Worsening Wildlife Viruses in 
New Jersey

Claim: Inside Climate News (ICN) 
recently published an article 
claiming that climate change 
threatens to result in more ranavirus 

outbreaks among New Jersey amphibians, 
causing indirect environmental and economic 
harms. “‘Climate change could throw an extra 
wrench into the gears,’ ecologist Kirsten 
Monsen-Collar told Inside Climate News.

Fact-Check: This is false. The World Organization 
for Animal Health explains that ranaviruses spread 
via direct contact with infected animals, ingestion 
of viral particles, and contact with contaminated 
surfaces, including water and soil. It also flags 
fomites, meaning human-mediated spread on 
gear and materials. The same message appears 
in state wildlife guidance, such as the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources ranavirus page. 
The ICN article also undermines its own climate 
framing when it quoted researchers involved 
admitting “still struggled to see any consistent 
pattern,” and variables like pond size, depth, 
canopy cover, tree species, and proximity to 
human impact were “not clearly associated with 
presence or absence of the disease.”

Climate Change Is NOT Worsening Wildlife Viruses - NOT Harming Coffee Production - ‘Global 
Warming’ NOT Causing More Snow -  Sea Level Rise NOT a looming catastrophe
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https://insideclimatenews.org/news/17022026/new-jersey-ranavirus-disease-climate-change/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2022/02/ranaviruses-infection-with.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2022/02/ranaviruses-infection-with.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/disease/Ranavirus


February 20th: No, Climate Change Hasn’t Harmed Coffee 
Production

Claim: An article posted by 
WCNC, Charlotte, North Carolina’s 
NBC affiliate, claims that “Warming 
temperatures in the biggest 
coffee-growing regions are 

impacting the price of coffee and the ability to 
grow it.” The author cites Kristina Dahl, Ph.D., Vice 
President for Science at Climate Central, and a 
“study” she produced, as the sole evidence for 
this claim.

Fact-Check: This is false. Data from the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
show that coffee production in each of the top 
coffee-producing countries has increased 
substantially. From 1995 to 2024, the most recent 
year for which data is available, global coffee 
production has more than doubled, increasing 
by more than 104%. By country, Brazil’s coffee 
production has increased by 264%, Colombia 
(2%), Ethiopia (156%), Indonesia (76.4%), and 
Vietnam (824%). Based on this data, it is simply 
untenable to claim modest warming has made 
coffee production more difficult.

https://www.wcnc.com/article/weather/weather-iq/climate-change-impacting-production-of-coffee/275-b0997e42-f177-4079-98e2-a05a5edf0cba
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/more-coffee-harming-heat-due-to-carbon-pollution-2026
https://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#home


February 20th: There is NO such thing as ‘climate-driven floods, 
hurricanes, and extreme heat’

Claim: Following the rollback 
of Obama’s 2009 EPA 
Endangerment Finding, the 
Associated Press (AP) published 
an article claiming that “Black, 

Latino, and other racial and ethnic groups are 
typically more vulnerable than white people to 
pollution and climate-driven floods, hurricanes, 
extreme heat...” In other words, they are arguing 
that “climate-driven” extreme weather is 
disproportionately impacting minorities.

Fact-Check: While it may be true that 
minority groups in high-risk, disaster-prone areas 
are impacted more harshly by extreme weather 
due to socioeconomic differences, there is no 
such thing as “climate-driven floods, hurricanes, 
and extreme heat.” There is no evidence that 
any of these extremes have worsened. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
station data reveal a long-term decline in U.S. 
heatwave frequency since 1895; NOAA HURDAT2 
data show no increase in either hurricane or 
major hurricane strikes since 1851; and USGS 
river and stream gauge data show no statistically 
significant trends in river flooding since 1960. 
If climate change isn’t resulting in worsening 
weather, it can’t be causing unfair racial impacts.

https://apnews.com/article/trump-endangerment-finding-poor-minority-environmental-justice-55d9679f4a21855d1b1b8da100f99f78
https://apnews.com/article/trump-endangerment-finding-poor-minority-environmental-justice-55d9679f4a21855d1b1b8da100f99f78
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/products/land-based-station/global-historical-climatology-network-daily
https://www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/hurdat/All_U.S._Hurricanes.html
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/


February 22nd: No, Global Warming Doesn’t Cause More Snow

Claim: During the Northeastern 
United States Blizzard of February 
2026, climate activist organization, 
Climate Power, posted on X 
(formerly Twitter) that 

anthropogenic “climate change isn’t just 
extreme heat and rising temperatures, it’s this 
too,” and attached an image of a snow-covered 
city street with the caption “Yes, this is climate 
change too.” 

Fact-Check: This is nonsense. In order for it to 
snow, air temperatures must be at or below 
freezing throughout a large depth of the 
troposphere (the lowest layer of the atmosphere 
where weather occurs). Theoretically, the 
rain-snow line should shift poleward in a warming 
climate, not equatorward. A reduced temperature 
differential between the high- and mid-latitudes, 
should reduce the frequency and intensity of 
such storms. The nor’easter that produced the 
benchmark Blizzard of February 1978 followed 
a similar path. The same winter weather that 
has occurred before is not evidence of climate 
change; it’s just proof that we have seasons and 
it is currently winter.

https://x.com/ClimatePower/status/2025724812979581322


February 23rd: Sea Level Rise in Hawaii Is Not a Looming 
Catastrophe

Claim: Oceanographic Magazine 
(OM) recently published the 
article “Most Hawaiians are already 
feeling the effects of sea level rise,” 
asserting that Hawaii residents 

are already experiencing the impacts of rising 
seas and that it is accelerating. “Over the past 
three decades, the rate of global sea level rise 
has doubled, with the best estimate of the rate of 
global-average rise over the last decade being 3.6 
millimeters per year.”

Fact-Check: The article’s claims are false, , 
unsupported by local data. According to NOAA’s 
long-running Honolulu tide gauge record, the rate 
of sea level change is approximtely 1/5 mm/year 
and has not measurably increased during the 
recent period of modest warming, extending back 
to 1905. Local RSL, measured by tide gauges, 
is the only real direct measurement of sea level 
rise, in contrast to satellite measurements which 
reflecta calculation based on a model; thus, it is 
an indirect measurement. Sea level does not 
“operate” uniformly across the globe.

https://oceanographicmagazine.com/news/most-hawaii-residents-are-already-feeling-the-effects-of-sea-level-rise/
https://oceanographicmagazine.com/news/most-hawaii-residents-are-already-feeling-the-effects-of-sea-level-rise/
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/sltrends/sltrends_station.shtml?id=1612340


February 24th: Are Nor’easters Becoming Stronger?

Claim: In light of the Blizzard of 
2026, a paper published last July in 
the Journal of Earth, Atmospheric, 
and Planetary Sciences, has 
resurfaced in headlines, 

claiming that nor’easters along the East Coast 
of the United States have become measurably 
stronger in recent decades. “Our analysis of 
nor’easter characteristics reveals that the 
strongest nor’easters are becoming stronger…” 
The report claims tht from 1940 to 2025,  peak 
wind speeds of the most intense nor’easters (the 
top 1%) increased from ~69 mph to ~74 mph, a 
6% increase.. These findings were deemed 
“unquestionable” in a UPenn press release.

Fact-Check: This is misleading. The study 
used the gridded ERA5 dataset to perform their 
analysis. ERA5 is a reanalysis Reanalyses can be 
thought of as retrospective weather forecasts, 
in which historical observations are fed into a 
computer model to reconstruct the state of the 
atmosphere at a given point in time. The model is 
used to fill in gaps where no observations were 
taken. While this can be useful, it has severe 
limitations. In 1940, ERA5 consisted of about 
17,000 global weather observations per day; it’s 
over 25 million today. When ERA5 was first 
extended back to 1950, ECMWF cautioned users 
about uncertainties in data quality prior to the 
1970s (the beginning of the satellite era). A 
number of independent studies have found that 
ERA5 underestimates 10-meter wind speeds in 
extratropical cyclones by 10-15%, which suggests 
that the study’s  “unquestionable” findings are 
not a real reflection of climate-related trends, but 
rather biases in data quality.

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2510029122
https://omnia.sas.upenn.edu/story/strongest-noreasters-getting-stronger-Michael-Mann
https://www.ecmwf.int/en/forecasts/dataset/ecmwf-reanalysis-v5
https://rmets.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/qj.4803
https://rmets.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/qj.4174
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21664250.2023.2301181
https://rmets.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/joc.8339
https://www.mdpi.com/2072-4292/14/19/4918


ClimateRealism.com

•	 Sorry, The Guardian and Other Media Outlets, Climate Change Isn’t Causing Unusual Storms 
in Europe

•	 Climate Change is Not Going to Cost Colorado Billions, Colorado Sun

•	 Wrong, The Week, Climate Change Didn’t Shrink U.S. Paychecks

ClimateDepot.com

•	 Yale University publishes warning: ‘The World Is Hitting Point of No Return on Climate’ – ‘World is on 
course to trigger tipping points that would lead to cascading consequences’

•	 The Nation Mag: ‘The Iran War Is Also a Climate War’ – ‘Climate change is…structurally embedded in 
modern warfare’ – ‘The outbreak of any war is bad news for the climate’

•	 Wash Post: ‘Trump repeals U.S. government’s power to regulate climate’

Wattsupwiththat.com

•	 RealClear Politics Is Right: The Climate Hoax Is a Massive Financial Scam

•	 Surprising Discovery: Sahara Is Greening…Billions of Trees Where Once Thought To Be Barren

•	 Clearing up some misconceptions about the DoE report

Presented by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI), The Heartland Institute, Energy & Environment Legal Institute, Committee for a Constructive Tomorrow (CFACT), the 
International Climate Science Coalition (ICSC), and Truth in Energy and Climate.

Until next month, enjoy these and other great climate fact checks at:

http://climaterealism.com/
https://climaterealism.com/2026/02/sorry-the-guardian-and-other-media-outlets-climate-change-isnt-causing-unusual-storms-in-europe/
https://climaterealism.com/2026/02/sorry-the-guardian-and-other-media-outlets-climate-change-isnt-causing-unusual-storms-in-europe/
https://climaterealism.com/2026/02/climate-change-is-not-going-to-cost-colorado-billions-colorado-sun/
https://climaterealism.com/2026/02/wrong-the-week-climate-change-didnt-shrink-u-s-paychecks/
http://ClimateDepot.com
https://www.climatedepot.com/2026/01/30/now-are-you-finally-afraid-yale-university-publishes-warning-the-world-is-hitting-point-of-no-return-on-climate-world-is-on-course-to-trigger-tipping-points-that-would-lead-to-cascading-con/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2026/01/30/now-are-you-finally-afraid-yale-university-publishes-warning-the-world-is-hitting-point-of-no-return-on-climate-world-is-on-course-to-trigger-tipping-points-that-would-lead-to-cascading-con/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2026/03/06/the-nation-mag-the-iran-war-is-also-a-climate-war-climate-change-is-structurally-embedded-in-modern-warfare-the-outbreak-of-any-war-is-bad-news-for-the-climate/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2026/03/06/the-nation-mag-the-iran-war-is-also-a-climate-war-climate-change-is-structurally-embedded-in-modern-warfare-the-outbreak-of-any-war-is-bad-news-for-the-climate/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2026/02/13/wash-post-trump-repeals-u-s-governments-power-to-regulate-climate/
http://Wattsupwiththat.com
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2026/02/26/realclear-politics-is-right-the-climate-hoax-is-a-massive-financial-scam/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2026/02/25/surprising-discovery-sahara-is-greeningbillions-of-trees-where-once-thought-to-be-barren/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2026/02/23/clearing-up-some-misconceptions-about-the-doe-report/

