
September 2nd: No, the global mean temperature record has not 
been broken ten years in a row.

Claim: The World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO)—a 
specialized agency of the 
United Nations responsible for 

coordinating international cooperation on 
atmospheric science—claimed that “2024 was 
the tenth year in a row [that] the global mean 
temperature record was broken.”

Fact-Check: The WMO’s own graphic doesn’t 
support their claim. The global mean surface 
temperature did not set a new record for ten 
consecutive years in any of the six surface-based 
temperature datasets they plotted. Even Berkley 
Earth’s Dr. Robert Rohde pointed out that 2021 
and 2022 were both “cooler” than 2020.

Debunking the latest unscientific fearmongering on the hottest year, wildfires, ‘bigger hail’, corals & 
alleged climate-caused insurance rate increases!

CLIMATE FACT CHECK: SEPTEMBER 2025 EDITION

https://x.com/WMO/status/1962861633807511734
https://x.com/RARohde/status/1962882099901252083


September 4th: No, China isn’t doing more than any other country 
to curb climate change.

Claim: Dr. Jonathan Overpeck, 
a climate scientist at the 
University of Michigan, stated on 
his X (Twitter) page that “China 

is doing more than any country to curb climate 
change.” This was in response to another post 
by political economist Jostein Hauge discussing 
the fact that China’s installed solar capacity now 
makes up nearly two thirds of the global total.

Fact-Check: While Dr. Overpeck states that 
China “still has a long way to go,” its increasing 
solar power capacity means nothing in terms of 
climate. China’s use of coal continues to increase 
nearly every year. Electricity generation by coal 
reached a record high in 2024. In fact, China 
began construction on 94.5 gigawatts (GW) of 
new coal-fired power plant capacity last year, and 
resumed construction on an additional 3.3 GW. 
Until their coal consumption goes down, it doesn’t 
matter how much solar is added to China’s grid, 
it will have no measurable effect on the global 
carbon dioxide levels.

September 5th: No, Al Jazeera, climate change is not resulting in 
more air pollution from wildfires

Claim: Al Jazeera posted an 
article claiming that wildfires are 
becoming more frequent due to 
climate change, and so air pollution 

from their smoke is as well. They state, “In a re-
port released on Friday, the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) said wildfires, likely to have 
been made more frequent by climate change, are 
releasing a “witches’ brew” of pollutants that can 
end up wrecking air quality a continent away.”

Fact-Check: While wildfires do contribute to 
pollution, there is no evidence that they are 
becoming more frequent due to climate change. 
Satellite data from NASA show that global burned 
acreage has significantly declined over the 
period of record since 1998. This is confirmed by 
other satellite observations and reconstructions. 
Despite modest warming over the last three 
decades, the wildfire burn area has decreased by 
24% over that period. Since fires are decreasing, 
there cannot be increased air pollution from them.

https://x.com/GreatLakesPeck/status/1963629636585136584
https://x.com/GreatLakesPeck/status/1963629636585136584
https://x.com/haugejostein/status/1963257611995754668
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/electricity-prod-source-stacked?country=~CHN
https://www.cnn.com/2025/02/13/business/china-coal-plants-highest-level-hnk-intl
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/5/climate-change-driven-wildfires-increasing-air-pollution-across-globe-un
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/5/climate-change-driven-wildfires-increasing-air-pollution-across-globe-un
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/90493/researchers-detect-a-global-drop-in-fires
https://atmosphere.copernicus.eu/cams-global-wildfires-review-2024-harsh-year-americas
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/2013JG002532


September 11th: Realtor.com is wrong: Insurance is not rising due to 
climate change

September 17th: No, New York Times, climate change isn’t causing 
more heat-related deaths in Europe

Claim: An article from Realtor.com 
titled, “Would You Drop Insurance to 
Stay Put in Your Neighborhood? Most 

Owners Say Yes,” claims that increasing “climate 
risk” is causing insurers to pull out of high risk 
areas and force people to go without homeowners 
insurance policies.

Claim: The New York Times (NYT) 
published an article claiming that 
“Severe heat this summer killed three 

times as many people in European cities 
as would have died had humans not warmed 
the planet by burning fossil fuels…” The Times 
asserts that in a world absent of greenhouse gas 
emissions, 8,000 people would have died from 
summer heat compared to 24,400 this year.

Fact-Check: This is only partially true. Insurers 
are pulling out or increasing rates in some areas, 
and some people are foregoing insurance. But 
what isn’t true is that increased “climate risk” is 
the reason. The risks highlighted in the report 
are flooding, hurricane wind damage, and 
wildfires. The problem is that none of those 
weather conditions has become more extreme 
over time. Flood damage has actually decreased 
(as a percentage of GDP) over the last century, 
hurricanes are not stronger, and wildfire severity 
has decreased significantly. The real reasons for 
increases in insurance costs are rising property 
value and new construction in previously 
unsettled high-risk areas.

Fact-Check: These are not real mortality figures. 
The NYT admits that these figures from Dr. 
Malcolm Mistry, a professor at the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, are derived 
from the modeling of mortality trends in 854 
European cities, not observational data, which 
the Times says “[a]re not yet widely available.” 
Thus, they are attempting to pass a claim off as 
established fact without supporting evidence. 
In any case, extreme heat is humans’ smallest 
temperature risk on every continent, including 
Europe, except for Africa and Oceania.

https://www.realtor.com/advice/finance/homeowners-dropping-insurance-climate-risk/
https://www.realtor.com/advice/finance/homeowners-dropping-insurance-climate-risk/
https://www.realtor.com/advice/finance/homeowners-dropping-insurance-climate-risk/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/17/climate/europe-heat-deaths-climate-change.html
https://climateataglance.com/climate-at-a-glance-u-s-wildfires/
https://climateataglance.com/climate-at-a-glance-floods/
https://climateataglance.com/climate-at-a-glance-hurricanes/
https://climateataglance.com/climate-at-a-glance-u-s-wildfires/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00081-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00081-4/fulltext


September 17th: Corals won’t disappear, contrary to what the New 
York Times claims

Claim: In a recent New York Times 
article, “Corals Won’t Survive a 
Warmer Planet, a New Study Finds,” 

Sachi Kitajima Mulkey reports that nearly all 
Atlantic corals will cease growing by the end of 
this century due to projected rising temperatures. 
The article claims that over 70% of reefs will begin 
dying by 2040, and that 99% could vanish if global 
warming exceeds 2°C. 

Fact-Check: This is false. The piece frames corals 
as doomed victims of climate change, unable to 
adapt to increased temperature, but paleoclimate 
data and peer-reviewed research refute the NYT’s 
assertions. Coral thrives in warm water, not cold 
water, and has existed continuously for the past 
60 million years, surviving temperatures and car-
bon dioxide levels significantly higher than what 
is occurring today. The primary reasons for coral 
bleaching events include sediment and fertilizer 
runoff from nearby coastal lands, chemicals found 
in sunscreen (e.g., oxybenzone), and temporary 
increased exposure to UV caused by local drops 
in sea level in shallow reefs.

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/17/climate/corals-climate-change.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/17/climate/corals-climate-change.html
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/pcmsc/coral-reef-facts
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/coral-pollution.html
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/coral-pollution.html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00227-015-2748-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00227-015-2748-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/365836a0
https://bg.copernicus.org/articles/14/817/2017/bg-14-817-2017.pdf
https://bg.copernicus.org/articles/14/817/2017/bg-14-817-2017.pdf


September 26th: Is climate change leading to bigger hail in Europe?

Claim: A new paper 
published in Nature 
Communications and 

written by scientists from Newcastle University, 
the Met Office, and University of Bristol claims 
that although small hail (≤2 cm) is likely to 
become less common as the planet warms, large 
hail (≥5 cm in diameter) may increase in some 
regions, such as Europe.

Fact-Check: As the atmosphere warms, the 
freezing level becomes higher, which makes it 
increasingly difficult for hailstones to reach the 
ground before melting. Even if one argues that 
thunderstorm updrafts could become stronger 
due to more latent heating, larger hailstones 
would melt more than they otherwise would 
because of a thicker warm layer. This means 
the net change would be minimal. What’s more, 
the authors of this study do not rely on obser-
vations to support their hypothesis. Instead, it 
is another modeling study relying on the IPCC’s 
high-emissions pathway, RCP8.5 / SSP5-8.5, 
which has been deemed flawed and impossible, 
despite media advertisements as it being 
“business as usual.”

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-62780-0
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/29768659241304854


ClimateRealism.com

•	 Climate Change Is Not Causing New England’s ‘Creepy’ Bacteria and Bugs, Boston Globe

•	 False, New York Times, Climate Change Isn’t Causing More European Heat Deaths

•	 Get the Facts Straight, The Independent, Island Nations Are Growing, Not “Sinking Into the Sea”

ClimateDepot.com

•	 The climate agenda has entered the operating room. From anaesthesia to heart surgery, medical 
procedures are now being scrutinised based on their climate impact

•	 NYT: ‘It Isn’t Just the U.S. — The Whole World Has Soured on Climate Politics’ – ‘The retreat from 
climate politics has been widespread’

•	 UK Lord Brooke promotes assisted suicide bill to limit population & climate change: ‘Just think what 
the 2025 (population) numbers would be if abortion had not been legalized’

Wattsupwiththat.com

•	 Claim: Climate Change is Making Amazon Rainforest Trees Fatter

•	 Germany Sees Bumper 2025 Harvest As Earlier Climate Forecasts Of A “Hellish Summer” Fail

•	 Rigged Report By National Academies Aims To Thwart Trump Energy Agenda

Presented by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI), The Heartland Institute, Energy & Environment Legal Institute, Committee for a Constructive Tomorrow (CFACT), the 
International Climate Science Coalition (ICSC), and Truth in Energy and Climate.

Until next month, enjoy these and other great climate fact checks at:

http://climaterealism.com/
https://climaterealism.com/2025/09/climate-change-is-not-causing-new-englands-creepy-bacteria-and-bugs-boston-globe/
https://climaterealism.com/2025/09/false-new-york-times-climate-change-isnt-causing-more-european-heat-deaths/
https://climaterealism.com/2025/09/get-the-facts-straight-the-independent-island-nations-are-growing-not-sinking-into-the-sea/
https://climaterealism.com/2025/07/al-jazeera-wrongly-hypes-a-climate-connection-to-recent-european-heatwaves/
http://ClimateDepot.com
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/09/12/the-climate-agenda-has-entered-the-operating-room-from-anaesthesia-to-heart-surgery-medical-procedures-are-now-being-scrutinised-based-on-their-climate-impact/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/09/12/the-climate-agenda-has-entered-the-operating-room-from-anaesthesia-to-heart-surgery-medical-procedures-are-now-being-scrutinised-based-on-their-climate-impact/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/09/16/nyt-it-isnt-just-the-u-s-the-whole-world-has-soured-on-climate-politics-the-retreat-from-climate-politics-has-been-widespread/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/09/16/nyt-it-isnt-just-the-u-s-the-whole-world-has-soured-on-climate-politics-the-retreat-from-climate-politics-has-been-widespread/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/09/19/a-truly-bonkers-speech-uk-lord-brooke-promotes-assisted-dying-bill-to-limit-population-climate-change-praises-legal-abortion-the-growth-of-homosexuality-just-think-what-the-2025/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/09/19/a-truly-bonkers-speech-uk-lord-brooke-promotes-assisted-dying-bill-to-limit-population-climate-change-praises-legal-abortion-the-growth-of-homosexuality-just-think-what-the-2025/
https://www.climatedepot.com/2025/08/27/worried-about-how-climate-change-will-impact-you-in-the-year-3025-ai-model-simulates-1000-years-of-the-current-climate-in-just-one-day-the-model-has-a-much-lower-carbon-footprint/
http://Wattsupwiththat.com
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2025/09/26/claim-climate-change-is-making-amazon-rainforest-trees-fatter/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2025/09/24/germany-sees-bumper-2025-harvest-as-earlier-climate-forecasts-of-a-hellish-summer-fail/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2025/09/22/steve-milloy-rigged-report-by-national-academies-aims-to-thwart-trump-energy-agenda/

